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serving a great and good man  who was their
father.

When two years had passed in this way,
Vedavati said to Sariputra : " As it seems permis-
sible for me to become a bhikshuni in your order,
make me one and permit me, when you leave this
place, to go with you/3 Sariputra agreed and made
her a sister of the order. This was a signal for
bhikshunis of the order coming from elsewhere
and settling in that place and some women of the
locality also joining the sisterhood. About this
time Ananda sent word to Sariputra to say that
the Pulinda kings of the land of the Godavari had
invited him to form a settlement of the Buddhist
order in their territory and that he was going to
organise a vihara for five hundred monks near a
place known as Ajanta. Ananda begged Sariputra
to go and help him in this enterprise. Sariputra
communicated this to the people of his village
and took their permission and, leaving his daughter
and son-in-law and grand-daughter in his old
village, proceeded with Vedavati and his fellow
ascetics towards the Karnataka country.